
  
�

� � ���

? KIDS ON 

SPEED�

SERIES PRODUCER STATEMENT: 
 
MARC RADOMSKY – SERIES PRODUCER, DIRECTOR & WRITER 
 

As a storyteller interested in social and character-driven 
subjects, “KIDS ON SPEED?” was an exciting and 
challenging project.  I’m inspired by real people battling 
to overcome the many obstacles imposed upon us all 
by systematic, political and social machinations. I 
believe it’s important to see and hear alternative 
arguments when it comes to the more controversial 
issues we face as a society.  
 
I also enjoy the challenge of taking what are often 
deemed “worthy” subjects  - worthy because they 

affect people profoundly and in the telling, usually require 
flying in the face of established practice of one kind or another - and turning these 

into television that is engaging, entertaining, confronting and informative. It comes down to how the 
stories are told, and the relationships and trust that I build with people in order to tell their real 
stories.  

 
ADHD certainly is an issue worth exploring. It’s one of the most misunderstood and heavily 
stigmatized disorders facing society today. Proper diagnosis is difficult and expensive and the actual 
medical cause as yet unknown.  Parents and clinicians find themselves under pressure from the 
community to get “disruptive” kids under control. Often times, a diagnosis of ADHD can be made on 
the basis of a single appointment without consideration of a number of other conditions that have 
similar symptoms, and which muddy the waters. Medication is often prescribed in instances where it 
may not be really appropriate.  
 
The controversy surrounding the use of amphetamine based stimulant medications to treat young 
children with ADHD is well documented, as is the heated and often bitter resultant debate. Calling 
our series “KIDS ON SPEED? “ is a deliberate salvo into this fracas – our point of difference being 
the question mark making this inflammatory statement a question.  
 
We are neither “pro” nor “anti” medication in our series thesis – we are seeking to uncover and 
clarify the controversy, and we support our experts in the appropriate use of medication in instances 
where it is deemed a last resort necessity. This is prescribed only once they have undertaken the 
detailed and intensive diagnostic process recommended in the latest NHMRC guidelines – a full 2 
week assessment across the home school and social environments of the child – guidelines which 
aren’t yet common practice in Australia. 
 
Adding insult to injury, a diagnosis of ADHD - prevalent in about 7% of the population - comes with 
the withdrawal of additional educational support at school. And nor can families claim a rebate from 
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Medicare for the necessary professional and clinical help their child needs.  But a child with a 
diagnosis of Autism - thankfully prevalent in only 0.5 % of the population - receives all necessary 
support and subsidy.  
 
This shortsighted approach to ADHD has long standing ramifications. If left untreated ADHD can 
have extremely poor social outcomes. As a society, we need to look at the resultant costs of not 
treating ADHD early, and offering kids with the diagnosis and the additional support that they sorely 
need. And we need to also be very cautious when it comes to the blanket use of stimulant medication 
to treat ADHD.  
 
From a character driven inside track observational point of view “KIDS ON SPEED?”  seeks to 
uncover the various aspects of this heated debate. Through the journeys of our families and the three 
experts treating them across the 9-week intervention, we join together to confront the controversy 
and challenge the stigma head on. Hopefully the series goes some way to clearing up a lot of the 
confusion and misperceptions that so unnecessarily continue to traumatize kids with ADHD and their 
families.  
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